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Dear Prime Minister Netanyahu,
As North American Jews and as friends of Israel, we are deeply concerned about your recent
announcement of plans to deport tens of thousands of Eritrean and Sudanese asylum seekers from
Israel.
We are concerned that while in most of the western world, refugee acceptance rates for Sudanese and
Eritrean asylum seekers average as high as 56-84%, in Israel acceptance rates remain below 1%.
We are disturbed by reports from numerous sources that have shown that asylum seekers who have thus
far “self-deported” from Israel have not found safety and protection in the countries to which they selfdeported, be they their countries of origin - Eritrea or Sudan - or the third-party countries of Uganda and
Rwanda. We know that many such individuals are no longer among the living.
We are concerned that if you move forward with these plans, the lives of thousands of individuals will be
put in jeopardy, and the name of the Jewish State and the Jewish People will be irreparably stained.
As a people who were once refugees, and were once strangers in a strange land, we believe we have a
special obligation toward refugees, whatever their religion or race. As a leading signatory to the
International Convention on the Status of Refugees (1951), and moreover as a Jewish State founded by
Jewish refugees, we believe Israel should be a model for the positive treatment of refugees.
We therefore call upon you to reconsider your plans to deport tens of thousands of Eritrean and
Sudanese asylum seekers. We urge you to respect the rights of asylum seekers and refugees as
enshrined in the International Refugee Convention and in Jewish law and values, and to allow those
asylum seekers already residing in Israel to live in dignity until it is truly safe for them to return. We further
commit ourselves and offer our hand in support in any way that we can help in coping with the challenges
of the refugee crisis.
Please do not deport these individuals who have sought refuge among the Jewish People, but rather let
us work together in addressing the burdens and challenges of our moral obligations.
“You shall not hand over to their master a slave who has sought refuge with you from their master. They
shall live with you in your midst, in the place which they shall choose in one of your towns where it is good
for them; you shall not mistreat them.” (Deuteronomy 23:16-17)
Sincerely,
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